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INTRODUCTION

The mission of every church and each baptized
Christian is to serve the reign of God. But what is
the reign of God?

The reign of Gog is God's Steadfast desire to
unite all the human family, with all its great diver-

Through the past thirty years, our congregation
has been called to proclaim that reign of God in this
place to all beople. We remain answerable to God about
how well Qg.have pursued that goal,

SILENT PRAYER Almighty God, in your glory we celebrate
the anniversary of thig congregation: We
give you thanks for the fellowship of a1l
who have worshiped as part of this commun-
ity of faith, and we Pray that all who seek
you here may find you, and be filled with
your joy and beace; through Christ our
Lord. Amen. ‘

PRELUDE "We Would Be Building™ arr. Smith
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
P: in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirt
C: Amen
Silence for reflertion and self-examinanon
P: God of love and mercy,
C: you know the words of our mouths

and the meditations of our hearts;
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you know our coming in and our going out.
- We confess to you all our sins—
those things done and left undone.
We have not loved one another as you have loved us.
We have not served others as you have served us.
Hear our cry, O Lord.
Accept our repentance.
Cleanse us, restore us, and lead us _
that we may love and serve in newness of life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P:  Inthe mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was sent to die for us,
and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the < Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN 367
“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” (Eden Church)

GREETING
P2 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all
G:  And also with you.

RYRIE

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let
us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being
of the church of God and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. :
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8 Lord have mer . cy.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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8  Lord have mer . cy,

P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God
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Al-le-lu ia, al-le-lu -ia, al -le - lu . ia,
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
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38 And al - so with you.

P: Let us pray

O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your Church forever, We
give you thanks for those who founded this community of believers and for the signs
of your presence in our congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and
make us worthy of our heritage. Knit us together in the communion of saints, and
make our fellowship an example to all believers and to all nations, We pray through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord

C: Amen.

SIT
THE WORD OF GOD

God speaks and we Listen. The holy conversation enﬂighienéy

ws as we encountern God in Holy Scrndpiture.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 8:22-30

King Solomon thanks and praises God for
the new Jerusalem temple.

PSALM 84 (Paraphrased, sung to Hymn Tune: St. Anne)

1. How dear your dwelling place to me,
O Lord of hosts, my king;
My soul desires the courts of God
Whose praise my heart will sing.

2. The sparrow now has found a house,
The swallow has a nest
Where she may lay her young, O Lord,
And by your altar rest.
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Happy are those who dwell with you
And always sing your praise;

Happy the ones you strengthen, Lord,
With hearts set on your ways.

In lonely valleys they will find
A place of pools and springs,
And as they climb to Zion’s heights
They see the King of kings.

O God of Jacob, hearken now;
Lord, hear the prayer [ bring;
Behold our shield, O God, look down
On your anointed King.

For better one day in your courts
Than thousands far away,

And at your threshold, Lord, to stand
Than in false tents to stay.

‘The Lord, our sun and shield, will give
Us grace, withhold no need

From those who walk with him; their trust
In him is blest indeed.

SECOND READING
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STAND

1 Peter 2:1-9
The rejected cornerstone, Jesus Christ,
is Lord of the church, a people holy to

God.
GOSPEL VERSE (Sung by the choir)
Alleluia. I have chosen and consecrated
this house that my name may be there
forever. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL John 10:22-30
Jesus says, "My sheep hear my voice. I
n know them, and they follow me.”
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iC] Glo - v to you, 0] Lord,
After the reading the minister may sav: “The Gospel uf the Lord”
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C] Praise to  you, 0] Christ.
SIT (6)




ANNIVERSARY SERMON
The Rev. David Strobel, Bishop
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

STAND

HYMN OF THE DAY ’ 368
"1 Love Your Kingdom Lord” (St. Thomas)

NICENE CREED

@ We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is,seen and unseen,

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church, We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS

P: Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, let us
offer our prayers to God for the church, the world
and all those in need.

A brief silence

P: For the holy church of God throughout the world,
that it may falthfully proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, we pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME.

P: For the leaders of the nations of the world, that
they may work tirelessly for peace, the ceasing of
violence, cruelty and bloodshed and be ambassadors
of goodwill among all people, we pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME. (7)




P: For this congregation that it may be blessed with
your presence, gulded by the Spirit and continually
serve you in this place, we pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME.

P: For those who search for you that we might be evan-
gelists to them through this church, ever proclaim-
ing your good news to all who wish to hear, we pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME.

P: For all pastors and church leaders, but especially
for those who have served this congregation, that they
may remain faithful to their calling, we pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME. '

P: For the oppressed and the poor, for those who are
without food, shelter or clothing and for those who
suffer because of abuse, addiction or depression,
that your light may give them hope, we pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME.

P: TFor ourselves, that we may seek to be wise and good
stewards for your gifts, sharing abundantly with our
church our bounty, for the good of this household of
faith and for the church throughout the world, we
pray:

C: YOUR KINGDOM COME.

P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let
us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life
to Jesus Christ our Lord.

vz AMEN.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The PEACE is shared at this time

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Peace be with you. B Peace be with you.
SIT
OFFERING and CHOIR ANTHEM
' "Built on a Rock” Martin

STAND as the offering is brought forward
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OFFERTORY (Sung by the choir)

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Peace be within your walls,
and security within your towers!
For my brethren and my companions’ sake
[ will say, “Peace be within you!”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek your good. (P 122:1,7-9)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: God of wisdom,
C: in your Son Jesus you teach us to love one another
and to share the gifts of our lives.
Receive these gifts in thanksgiving
for all you have done for us.
Bring forth from us a rich yieid
in lives dedicated to your service. Amen

COMMUNION HYMN 496
"Around You, O Lord Jesus” (0 Jesu, An De Dina)

The runisters make ready the bread and wing.
The GREAT THANKSGIVING is begun by the munister stunding at the allar
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

72 Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth
" are full of your glory.....

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C: AMEN.

C: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN.....

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world,

Happy are those who are called to his supper
C: Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word and | shall be healed.
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SIT

[At the usher's directlion, come to the Communion station
on the same side of the church where you are sitting. Re-
celve the Body of Christ (host) in your hand and the Blood
of Christ (wine) in a small glass, then return to your

place via the side aisle.}

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION: 705 WOV 754 WOV

STAND

After all have returned 1o thewr places. the minisier may say these or simular words

B The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Chnsi strengthen you and keep you in i< grace

#@ Amen
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@ Thank the Lord and sing. his praise: tell ev-'ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Merciful God, we give thanks
for the strength we receive at your table.
By your Spirit transform and renew our minds,
that we may do your good, acceptable and perfect will,
in Jesus' name.
C: Amen

A brief silence

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

) The Lord look upon you with favor and ........... + give you peace.
C: Amen.
DEPARTURE HYMN 534
"Now Thank We All Our God” (Nun Danket Alle Gott)
DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER We give you thanks, O God, for the gifts
of your people, and for the work of many hands which have
helped to build and guide this congregaiton through the
years. Accept and bless all that has been done and help
us to remain faithful to the calling and mission given to
us, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

POSTLUDE "Postlude in Classic Style” Young
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH THIS AFTERNOON

ORGANIST o it ssieivsasonnononsssnssssos ...Pamela Foley
LECTORS . st e it tnevnnonsnsnsnessssenssssasCant Johnson
Lond Nice

COMMUNTON ASSISTANTS....vvevuevuseasas.Judy Stepulitis
John Denchak

Donna Wallace

ACOLYTE. s ssvieserinennnsonnsonsssssssss.Stephanie Cook
CRUCTFER. s vvvvisvennnevnncsnnsansesss. Nathaniel Shadle
USHERS . v it et ienvnonnnnonnssasonennonens Becky Spencen
James Bernen

Ralph Johnson

Waltern Wolfgang

The 30%h Anniversary Festival Service bulletin 44 spon-
soned in Loving memony of Susan Straub by the Scheit-
hauen and Burda families.

Confession, Greeting, Offertory, Post-Communion Prayers and Dismissal are from
Sundays & Seasons, Copyright 1998, Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by peraission
from Nov. 29, 1998 to November 27, 1999.

Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Prayer of the Day, Readings, Gospel Verse, Salutations,
Creed, Offertory, Great Thanksgiving, Lamb of God, "Thank the Lord™ and Bene~
diction are from the Lutheran Book of Worship, Copyright 1978. Used by permis-
sion of Augsburg Fortress, License #5691~L. Prayer of Thanksgiving is from
With One Voice, Pew Edition, Copyright 1995, Augsburg Fortress. Used by per—
mission, Augsburg Fortress, License #5692-W. Paraphrased Psala 1s from a New
Metrical Psalter, Copyright 1986, The Church Hymnal Corp., Used by permission.

Thanks to all the returning Pastors and
their guests for participating in the ser-
vice this afternoon.

Following the service, the 30th Anniver-
sary Banquet will be served in the Social
Hall; tickets are required.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF C.U.L.C.

On January 1, 1969 a new congregaiton came into ex—
1. .ence as the result of a scarcity of pastors and the
proximity of five formerly separate congregations. Christ's
United Lutheran Church of Schuylkill County was officially
incorporated on that day after a period of discussion, ex-
perimentation and negotiation. The churches joining to form
the new congregaiton were Goed Shepherd, Ashland; St.John's
Church, Kimmels; St. Paul's Church, Gordon; St. FPeter's
Church, Lavelle and Zion Church, Girardville. Served by
two pastors and a seminary intern, each "chapel” continued
to worship in and maintain its own building, while a church
council conducted the other business of the united church.
The pastors were called by the congregation.

In 1978 Good Shepherd Church, Ashland, withdrew from
CULC and continues today to have its own pastor and pursue
its own ministry. In the late 1980's, conversations began
towards having one church building. A vote of the congrega-—
tion on January 31, 1988 made that dream concrete when it
was decided to build a new church. Shortly thereafter Zion
Church, Girardville and a portion of St. Paul's Church mem—
bership, Gordon, also withdrew from CULC.

Groundbreaking for the new building occurred on April
11, 1992 and the new church at 437 Airport Road, R.R. #1,
Ashland was dedicated on December 27, 1992.

Through the years CULC has seen many different styles
¢ ilnistry and configurations of service to its community.
We approach the second millennium secure in the knowledge
and presence of God and His blessing upon our church and

people. - //,/’1:--\\
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PASTORS WHO HAVE SERVED THIS CONGREGATION

The Rev. Robert Hughes 1969-1971

The Rev. Donald Henderschedt 1970-1973
The Rev. Charles Mertz 1972-1977

The Rev. Mark Fritch 1973~1979

The Rev. T. Lee Berry 1979

The Rev. Robert Kysar 1979-1982

The Rev. Myrna Kysar 1979-1982

The Rev. Jimmy Lee Werley 1983-1988
The Rev., Peggy Sue Pfeffer 1983-1991
The Rev. Joseph A. Serafin 1989~1995
The Rev. John Lose 1995-1996

The Rev. Kenneth A. Gould 1996-Present

FORMER INTERNS OF C.U.L.C.

Donald Henderschedt
Grant Wickert

David Strobel
Robert Lutz

Robert Hoenich
Dennis Laskey
Kenneth Gould
Alfred Dobronz
Jimmy Lee Werley
Brinkley Goranson
Lawrence Conway, III

CHRIST'S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFICERS

Pastor Gould.......0ooesvousnss President

Dean Fetterolf............ Vice-President

Darlene Stank..................5ecretary

Jo=Anm YOoUNZ.. ..ot v s onoonsnns Treasurer
CHURCH COUNCII, MEMBERS

Barbara Anczarski David Pennypacker

Margaretta Bolich Penny Shadle

Calvin Cook Darlene Stank

Dean Fetterolf Michael Stever

Ralph Johnson

My sheep hear my voice and | know them and they follow me
Based on a Chinese brush painting by Tsui Hung-
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